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28 July 1965

HIGHLIGHTS

50X1

I. The Military Situation in South Vietnam:
A large-scale com arine search-and-
destroy operation launched today south of Chu Lai
- near the Quang Tin - Quang Ngai province border
has scored initially favorable results (Para. 1).
An estimated 62 Viet Cong were reported killed
yesterday by government forces in a series of
clashes throughout South Vietnam (Para, 2). Mean-
while, enemy activity during the past 24 hours
was highlighted by the burning of a government
outpost near Saigon " renewed sabotage against
Route 19 in the central highlands, and continued
skirmishing. against US 1lst Infantry.Division ele-
ments at Bien Hoa Air Base (Paras. 3-4). MACV
reports “that Viet Cong activity during the week
17-24 July continued to reflect a lull in large-
scale military operations, as main force units
continued to avoid contacts with strong ARVN for-
mations (Para. 7). On the govermnment side, last
week's most s1gnificant event was the’ highly suc-
" cessful 12-battalion ARVN. road clearing operation
along strategic Route 19 in the central highlands;
however, except for Rocute 19, other major high-
ways throughout the country continued to be
heavily interdicted by Viet Cong saboteurs (Para. 8).
Personnel and weapons losses sustained by ARVN,
"Viet Cong, and US forces during 17-24 July have
been reported (Paras. 9-12)

50X1

' Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2014/02/07 : CIA-RDP79T00472A002100020011-5




—_ o~

Declassified in Part - Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2014/02/07 : CIA- RDP79T00472A002100020011 51

South. Vletnam s forelgn mlnlster has publicly
"welcomed" the US air attacks yesterday on missile
sites in North Vietnam (Para. 1). The commanding
general of the Saigon military area has complained
about the minister of war, General Co, and indicated
some resentment of Premier Ky's advisers (Para. 2).
Buddhist Tri Quang continues to voice his suspicions
of chief of state General Thieu and of Catholic-US
intentions in general (Para. 3). The Viet Cong have
reportedly scattered anti-US propaganda in the city -
of Da Nang (Para. 4).

III Military Developments in North Vietnam:
USAF and USN aircraft continued strikes against
barracks, power plants, bridges, and vehicles . (Paras. .
1-4). [ | 50X1
| | 50X1

50X1

-V, Communist Political Developments:l \ 50X1
50X1

( " In a new blast at the USSR, 50X1

Peiping has charged that Soviet aid to the DRV is

"miserly" (Para. 2). Soviet Ambassador Zorin has

told Western officials in Paris that Moscow con-

tinues to support Hanoi's four-point program and

further stated- that “the. results of Soviet support

for Vietnam will be felt more and more (Para. 3).

The Soviet press has denounced the US air attack on

27 July but did not mention the SAM sites (Para. 4).

VI. Other Major Developments: UN Secretary
General U Thant 1is reported as now supporting. the
participation of the Viet Cong (Liberation Front)
in any: conference on Vletnam (Paraso 1-2).

28 July 1965
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'I. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM

1. Eleven Viet Cong were killed and ten cap-
tured today in the opening phase of a large-scale
combined US Marine/ARVN search-and-destroy operation
ten miles south of Chu Lai near the Quang Tin - Quang
Ngai province border. The: operational elements re-
portedly include more than 500 marines and two ARVN
battalions.

2. An estimated 62 Viet Cong were reported
killed yesterday in a series of clashes throughout
South Vietnam. A two-day sweep operation by ARVN
forces in Vinh Long Province, 75 miles: south of
Saigon, resulted in 29 guerrlllas killed. An ad-
d1tiona1 33 vViet Cong were killed by gunfire from
US Arnmy helic0pters in Long Khanh and Binh Tuy
provinces,

3. Meanwhile, the Viet Cong attacked and burned
a government outpost in Gia Dinh Province, 12 miles
southeast of Saigon, reportedly infllcting "heavy"
losses on . government troops in the area. The same
outpost had been overrun by the Communists three
days ago, at which time iits or1g1na1 defense gar—
rison withdrew

4., In other enemy actions, guerrilla sabo-
teurs reportedly blew up a brldge yesterday along
the recently reopened '100-mile .stretch of Route 19
between Qui Nhon and Pleiku city. Renewed skirmish-
ing was also reported between Viet Cong forces
~and forward elements of the 2nd Brlgade 1st US In-
fantry Division, near Bien Hoa Air Base.

5. MACV's mllitary report for 26 July shows
61 Communist-initiated incidents, eight of which
occurred during the 24-hour reporting period. There
were no major new actions reported; small-scale
terrorism _harassment, and sabotage contlnued to
_dominate enemy activity. _ _ v

28 July 1965

I-1
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6. Combat air operations were flown by Ameri-
can and Vietnamese aircraft against Viet Cong troop
concentrations, base camps, and training and staging

~ areas throughout the four corps tactical zones of
South Vietnam on 26 July, with pilots reporting
an estimated total of 176 guerrillas killed, 156
structures destroyed and 145 damaged, and five sam-
pans and one cargo ship destroyed. The most pro-
ductive air strikes of the day were targeted against
enemy posit1ons in the Mekong Delta provinces of
Kien Tuong, Long An, Kien Phong, An Giang, ‘Chuong
Thien, and An Xuyen, where friendly aircraft report-
edly killed 121 Viet Cong and destroyed 111 structures
-and damaged 126 in a series of close air support bomb-
ing and strafing missions.

7. | ‘ - 50X1.

| 'the relative Iull in large-Scale 50X1
Viet Cong military operations continued with main force

enemy units avoiding contact with strong ARVN formations.

‘The level of Communist-initiated activity increased to

572 incidents from the previous week's total of 480 in-
cidents, but the bulk of these actions reflected the nor-

mal pattern of terrorist acts and harassment of isolated

units and installations., The only large-scale guerrilila

attack was an assault by an estimated two Viet Cong bat-
talions against the Vietnamese Special Forces camp at Bu

Dop, in northern Phuoc Long Province, on 20 July.

. 8. On the government side, the week's most signifi-
cant event was a 12-battalion ARVN road-clearing operation
along strategic lateral Route 19 from the supply port of
Qui Nhon inland to II Corps headquarters at Pleikli. Other
major highways throughout South Vietnam continued to be
heavily interdicted by Viet Cong saboteurs. Except for
‘Route 19, all major roads leading into the central high-
lands were closed. Large sections of National Route 1
were impassable in the southern part of I Corps area.
Route 15 was closed to civilian and military traffic be-
tween Bien Hoa and Vung Tau, and Route 4 was similarly
closed between My Tho and Can Tho. Road-clearing opera-
tions temporarily opened Route 20 south of Dalat. Mean-
while, the coastal railroad was operable only between
Hao Da (Binh Thuan Province) and Nha Trang (Khanh Hoa
Province), and between Da Nang and Quang Tri provincial
boundary in the I Corps

28 July 1965
I-2 ‘
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9. A statistical comparison of last week's A
guerrilla activity with that of the prev1ous week fol-

lows:
Time. At- Ter- |  , Propa- ‘Total
Period tacks rorism Sabotage ‘ganda AA . Incidents
10-17 July 5 332 92 27 24 480
17-24 July 9 403 76 30 54 572

10, ARVN casualties during the period 17-24 July
totaled 726 (287 KIA, 316 WIA, and 123 MIA/captured),

. a slight decline: from the previous week's ‘total of 734
casualties (238 KIA, 342 WIA, and 154 MIA/captured).
ARVN weapons losses decreased sharply ‘to 159 from the
408 reported lost last week.

. 11. - During 17-24 July, the Viet Cong sustained 791
known casualties. (682 KIA and 109 captured), a .con- .
siderable increase in comparison with the previous
week's total of 447 casualties (419 KIA and 28 cap-

. tured). Government forces captured 238 weapons (five
crew-served), in contrast to the 107 weapons (two
crew-served) seized last week

12, US battle casualties during 17-24 July totaled
61 (13 KIA, 46 WIA, and 2 MIA/captured), a decline from
last week's total of 99 casualties (16 KIA and 83
WIA). In addition, there were six nonbattle casual-
~ties (five deaths and one injury). Last week's total
in this category was also six {(one death and five
injuries). No US weapons losses were reported.

28 July 1965
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I1. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM

1. South Vietnam's foreign minister, Tran
Van Do, is quoted by the press as having said he,
welcomed the US attack on mlssile sites in North
Vietnanm as showing Hanoi that the South Vietnamese
people would not be alone in suffering from the
war. Do described the air-attacks as a "natural
reaction" following the loss of a US plane from a
ground-to-air missile.

: 2, Brigadier General Le Nguyen Khang, con-
.currently marine commander and commander of the
Saigon area; is reported to have expressed some
criticism of minister of war and chief of the Joint
General Staff, Nguyen Huu Co. Khang complained
that Co trusted no one, kept major jobs for him-
'self, and put young and inexperienced officers
into positions in the Saigon area. Khang also in-
dicated some resentment over Premier Ky's retention
of a key adviser from the Quat government Bui
Diem, and Ky's reliance on air force officers.
Khang's remarks suggest that ‘he feels he lacks a
sufficiently free hand in some matters affectlng the
3y Cap1ta1 Mllitary Reglon.

\ - 50X1
H | Buddhist leader Thich Tri Quang ' 50X1
continued to snipe at various government offlclals,
~particularly chief of state General Thieu. He

alleged that Thieu's two brothers were emerging in

key advisory and diplomatic posts, and noted "rumors"

that Thieu regards Premier Ky as a puppet whom he

will shove aside some day. He continued to link

Thieu with alleged Catholic plotting, French in-

fluence, and fascist tendencies,| apparent 50X1
purpose in requesting a discussion with the embassy :
officer was to check on other 'rumors" that Ambassa-
‘dor-designate Lodge, on his recent trip to Saigon,

had met secretly with certain Catholics to plot a

future government for South Vietnam.

28 July 1965
11-1
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4. Unconfirmed press reports state that Viet
‘Cong flags and anti-American leaflets appeared on
the streets of Da Nang last ‘night, suggesting an
apparent step-up of propaganda against the grow1ng
number of Amerlcan troops in the* area. '

28 July 1965
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III. MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS IN NORTH VIETNAM

1. US Air Force and Navy aircraft attacked
a number of targets in northwestern and southern
North Vietnam on 28 July. Results of the strikes
thus far are fragmentary. Two navy aircraft were
lost; 'an’A4E was 'shot down in the vicinity of
'Route 15, and an F4B crashed into the sea after
- developing mechanical trouble. The three crew-
members involved in the crashes have 'all been
’rescued :

2. Carrler-based navy aircraft attacked the
Bai Thuong barracks area and the Nam. Dinh power
plant. Pilots estimate that three buildings were
destroyed and two damaged at' Bai Thuong while re- .
sults of the Nam Dinh strike were obscured by dust
and smoke, Pilots reported several direct hits
with Bullpup m1s511es on the Nam Dinh target '

‘3. Air force F 105 fighter/bombers again
attacked the Dien Bien Phu barracks complex.-
Pilots report destroying ten buildings and dam-
aging seven others. This target has been struck
repeatedly since: m1d-June.

4, Armed reconnaissance missions on 28 July
succeeded in destroying some four bridges and dam-
aging at least two others. In addition a number
of vehicles were attacked and a- secondary explo--
sion was notéed from one. 'Radar bombing attacks.
were also made on a variety of fixed targets but
results are not yet: avallable.

50X1

S 28 July 1965
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JUA

V. COMMUNIST POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

1. 50X1 -

50X1

According to a Japanese press report, on 28 - 50X1
July a '"reliable source' close to the Chinese Gov- : _
ernment questioned whether the '"so-called" missile

bases in the vicinity of Hanoi and Haiphong had been
‘completed yet and asserted that "it seems rather
'strange" that the US had not bombed them before now

2. The Peiping daily Ta Kung Pao published
a new polemical blast at the € USSR on 26 July which
was broadcast by the NCNA international service the
next day. It relterated standard Chinese attacks
- on_Khrushchev's "revisionist' successors and called
thelr support for North Vietnam '"two faced.'" The.
‘article described Soviet ald to the DRV as "m1ser1y"
and charged that the Soviets informed the US in ad- -
vance concerning the assistance Moscow was providing.

‘3. Moscow's "dour and uncompromising'" attitude
toward the. Vietnam situation has been reflected in
recent talks in Paris between Soviet Ambassador
Zorin and Western diplomats. He told Canadian rep-
resentatives on 26 July that Governor Harriman's

.recent trip to Moscow had. "no effect at all" on the’
deteriorating situation in Vietnam since the US en-
voy had no new proposals to make. Zorin reiterated
Moscow's "full support" for Hanoi's four-point pro-
gram for a Vietnam settlement, and emphasized that
there was no possibility -of any sort of talks as
long as US air : strikes continue. The USSR has pub-
licly.pledged its support for Vietnam "in its war:
of liberation," the Soviet ambassador noted, and the
results of this stand will be feltyﬁmore'and.more;"

28 July 1965
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4. The Soviet government paper Izvestlxa
on 28 July denounced ‘the US mass air raid yesterday
~on _"densely populated" areas in North Vletnam but
av01ded any reference to the US attack on SAM sites
northwest of Hanoi. To date the USSR has not re-
ferred to ‘this inaéident. A Pravda dispatch from
Washington, apparently anticipatiﬁg President John-
son's news conference, commented that the US has
decided to expand "even further" the land war in
South Vietnam, thereby heeding the voice of the
Pentagon ''rather than the voice of reason."”
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VI. OTHER MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1, Japanese Minister of International Trade

- and Industry Miki has told a US Embassy official in
Tokyo that in a recent conversation, UN Secretary
General U Thant voiced the opinion that when a con-
ference on Vietnam is held, it should be similar to
the one on Laos with all three parties represented,
North Vietnam, South Vietnam, and the Viet Cong.
Thant stated that a year ago he would have said
that only North and South Vietnam should sit at a
conference but that because of the instability in
Saigon over the past year he would now recommend
separate representation for the Viet Cong.

2. U Thant's view, as reported, marks a con-
~'siderable gain for Hanoi in its drive for inter-

national recognition of the Liberation Front as a
partner in any discussions on: Vletnam

28 July 1965
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